In their article on the two-week cancer wait for urology (June 2004 JRSM 1 ), Mr Allen and his co-workers suggest an alternative scheme for assessing testicular problemsnamely, rapid-access ultrasonography. In my area of Chorley & South Ribble PCT this exists already, and conversations with colleagues indicate that it does so elsewhere. Indeed, an ultrasound request for scrotal imaging querying a sinister outcome will certainly be seen within two weeks and, if the request form is backed by a telephone contact with the ultrasound team, may be attained within a few days.
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It is not then a question of 'offering GPs rapid access' but ensuring that communication between urology, radiological and general practice teams is effective, so that such imaging is considered part of the 'normal' work-up of suspected testicular pathology. My experience is that patients are very satisfied with this approach and the twoweek cancer rule is reserved for those who really do need it. Club had served with Wellington in the Peninsular War and at Waterloo. They were a group of extroverts whose bets and wagers were settled in claret and champagne. Clearly Addison, not by nature clubbable, felt that this was not his scene. His friend and colleague Richard Bright, elected a little later and after Addison's resignation, was happier on such hearty occasions, but the treasurer's book often records that 'Dr Bright came after dinner'. Neither of these famous men, melancholic or not, played a leading part in the club's jolly evening meetings.
David Hay
Stoke Hill Farm, Near Andover, Hampshire SP11 0LS, UK Keynes suggests that hyperparathyroidism might explain the ills of James VI and I, but porphyria seems more likely. His complex of symptoms is difficult to disentangle, including gout, rickets and arthritis, but he complained of darkened urine and realized that his reasoning was impaired when this happened. His mother, Mary Queen of Scots, suffered from blistering of her hands in strong sunlight, suggesting a familial porphyria. A more detailed account of James' illness may be found in Purple Secret: Genes, 'Madness' and the Royal Houses of Europe by Röhl, Warren and Hunt. 2 
